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RPS Art Mission Statement

• We regard the arts as basic to the education of every 

individual.  Art, like the other disciplines, are 

composed of a vast body of knowledge, skills, 

techniques, and ideas, which can be taught and 

learned.  These skills equip the learner with an 

additional method of expression, communication, and 

understanding, which would be available to our 

students in no other way.



Arts Curriculum & Program 

Review Plan
• Year One: 2016-2017: Program Review, Research, and 

Recommendation.
o Administrators research best practices in the content area, and review current program, students 

achievement, and perceptions of staff, parents, and students. A recommendation is made to reaffirm or 

revise curricula and/or program.

• Summer of Year One: 2017: Curriculum Writing, Revising, 

and/or Reaffirmation.
o A committee of teachers and administrators develop new or revised curricula, research and recommend 

professional development and instructional materials to support implementation.

• Year Two: 2017-2018:  Implementation of New or Revised 

Curriculum and Materials
o Employ professional development as needed.

• Year Three and Four 2018-2020:  Monitoring and Revising as 

needed
o Implementation continues. Achievement and feedback are monitored. Modifications are made if needed.

• Year Five 2020-2021:  Begin to prepare for next study of 

department



Arts Study

Year One Objectives

• Review pertinent research in the Arts

• Research Ideal instructional programs

• Review current practices across the district

• Collect and review feedback from teachers, 

students & parents

• Recommend curricular revisions or reaffirmations



What does the research show 

concerning K-12 Art? 



Child Development & Arts 

Education
Sponsored by NAEA and College Board

Research initiatives have linked arts participation to cognitive growth 

and academic skills, including the strengthening of long-term memory 

and reading ability (Gazzaniga et al. 2008), creative thinking skills, and 

writing fluency (Deasy et al., 2002).  Arts participating has additionally 

been linked to positive social outcomes, school engagement, and 

prosocial activities. Research has found that with a continued, 

pronounced emphasis on the value of the arts, students do a better 

job of making sense of their world, making connections between 

disparate ideas, and making connections between the self and others. 

This social and emotional value of the arts experiences is found at 

every developmental age.



Child Development & Arts 

Education, page 2

The research also presents an 

interesting overall balance between the 

importance of structure and 

experimentation, and emphasized the 

importance of learning tools and 

techniques and aspiring toward ever 

more sophisticated practice, while 

simultaneously encouraging 

experimentation and risk-taking in 

developing one’s own personal 

persona and voice. 



National Endowment of the Arts

• Arts and cultural activities 

contributed $698 billion to 

our economy in 2012 (4.32% 

of GDP), more than 

construction, or 

transportation and 

warehousing. 

• The artist jobs forecast is to 

grow by 11% with Architects, 

Designers, Illustrators, & 

Multimedia artists to exceed 

this projection.



NJ and National Art Standards 

• The National Art Educators Association first 

developed voluntary national standards for the arts 

in 1994, with their most recent standards update in 

2014. 
• Creating

• Performing

• Responding

• Connecting

• The NJ Student Learning Standards for Visual & 

Performing arts were lasted updated in 2014, 

although this was a minor revision of the 2009 

standards. 
• 1.1 The Creative Process

• 1.2 History of the Arts & Culture

• 1.3 Performing

• 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies



What are comparable school district doing? 



Commonalities

Time is spent on art making as well as cultural history

Dedicated art studio in our schools

Significant time within the school day is allocated to 

art production

Significant space is reserved for art production and the 

display of student work

Significant connection between the art classroom and 

the community through various art opening and 

receptions



Innovational developments 

• Dedicated art teacher to each elementary school

• Instruction of ceramics K-12

• Creation of school Makerspaces K-12 along with 

fostering a mindset of innovation.

• steAm influences finding their way into new courses 

of study:

• 8th grade elective: Creating by Design

• RHS: Building & Design, Design Thinking, Design 

Studio, & Interactive Design 



What are we doing and how are we doing it? 



The K-12 Art Staff

Our staff is comprised of:

6 Elementary School teachers 

(instructing x students)

2.4 Middle School teachers 

(instructing x students)

5.7 High School teachers 

(instructing 930 students)



Arts in the

Elementary Schools

• Students begin in Kindergarten with Art education.

• Students K-5 receive arts instruction once a week.

• Basic skills (cutting, gluing, measuring) along with 

introduction to materials (paint, pastels, clay, 

graphite) are explored, as well as exposure to the 

Elements and Principles of Art. 

• Each grade level covers cyclical elements with 

increasing depth, understanding, and execution.  



Arts in the 

Middle Schools

• Art is required for all 6th & 7th graders. 

• 8th students choose from a variety of art electives 

which are semester long. 

• Students receive art for one quarter of the school 

year. 

• Exposure to techniques, materials, and the Elements 

and Principals is expanded and reinforced. 



Arts in the 

High School

• Significant specialization of art courses with a choice of 34 

different classes ranging from Architecture, Ceramics, 

Jewelery, Digital Photography, Digital Media, Painting, 

Graphic Design, and traditional Studio courses.  These 

range from semester to year long classes.

• 5 credits are required for graduation

• AP level Studio Art and Art History

• Recent addition of Design Thinking, Design Studio (Rapid 

Prototyping), Building & Design, & Interactive Design. 



Art Curriculum

• Last comprehensive update was done in 2009 

• Teachers started importing best practices and 

assessments into Rubicon in 2014.

• Very minor updates and addendums were written to 

align with the 2014 standards.

• K-5 curriculum was enhanced in 2015

• Currently under review



Community Research Data

A district-wide survey was conducted on March 27th to:
• Determine level of satisfaction with current program

• Gather community perceptions

• Solicit feedback and suggestions

Participation Rate
• Elementary Schools

440 Parents/Guardians Responded

(Hawes 23%; Somerville 20.1%; Ridge 16.9%; Travell 14.4%; Willard 14%; Orchard 11.5%)

• Middle Schools

246 Parents/Guardians Responded 
(BF Middle School 50.7%; GW Middle School 49.3%)

• High School

179 Parents/Guardians Responded
(9th Grade 34.1%; 10th Grade 24.4%; 11th Grade 28.1%; 12th Grade 13.3%)

189 Students Responded
(9th Grade 24.2%; 10th Grade 21%; 11th Grade 27.4%; 12th Grade 27.4%)



Parent Survey Results K-12
Essentiality of Art in Education

K-12 Parent Feedback

● “I believe art instruction enhances 

a child’s creativity.”

● “Art is an amazing outlet for kids. 

There is no wrong answer. It is 

essential for self-esteem, self-

expression and learning how to 

talk about art.”

● “Never less, always more. Art, in 

all forms and mediums, can only 

have a synergistic learning effect 

for all students in other subjects.”

● “Art creates well-rounded, creative 

thinking, confident adults who are 

not afraid to color outside the 

lines.”



Parent Survey Results K-12
Satisfaction with Elementary School Art Program

Elementary Parent Feedback

● “We have been extremely 

impressed with the innovative 

projects and art instruction our 

children receive.”

● “The elementary art experience is 

second to none.”

● “This is a critical component of 

early childhood development.”

● “Art forms well-rounded, creative 

individuals. My child enjoys the Art 

Program and is fond of his 

teacher.”

● “My daughter’s art teacher helped 

her to start believing in herself and 

to express her feelings in art.”

● “Art is one of the best part of my 

kid’s days.”



Parent Survey Results K-12
Satisfaction with Middle School Art Program

Middle School Parent Feedback

● “My daughter greatly enjoys her art 

class and we enjoy the Artsonia 

program that allows use to see and 

respond to her work.”

● “I would like to see art incorporated 

throughout the school year (instead 

of 1 term only).”

● “Art should be an all year class.”

● “Would like to see more than 1 

quarter of art provided in middle 

school. Would like to see it treated 

like the music program.”

● “My children enjoy art and wish 

they could do it more!”



Parent Survey Results K-12
Satisfaction with High School Art Program

High School Parent Feedback

● “Our high school art program is like 

no other. The art schools we have 

visited are blown away by what my 

daughter has been able to create in 

HS and it has given her portfolio 

and application a competitive edge! 

Thank you!”

● “Love the Maroon & White to 

showcase fine artists and the small 

gallery at RHS too.”

● “I wish the kids had more electives 

so he could take more art classes.”

● “Excellent program. Both my 

daughters have benefitted and 

really enjoy the courses and 

instructors.”

● “Please find ways and funding to 

grow the Visual Arts program in the 

high school.”



Parent Survey Results K-12
K-12 Art Instructional Time

Key Points/Takeaways

● Middle School Parents 

have highest rate of 

dissatisfaction with 

amount of time spent 

in art class - 29.9%.

● High School Parents 

come in second 

(18.1%) and feel 

students should be 

able to take art and 

music, not choose one 

over the other.

● Although 73.1% of 

Elementary School 

Parents feel their child 

receives adequate art 

time, many 

commented that once 

a week isn’t enough 

time.



Parent Survey Results K-12
Positive Interactions with K-12 Art Teachers

K-12 Parent Feedback

● “My child really enjoys expressing 

himself in art class and his teacher 

is amazing.”

● “My son says his art projects are 

fun. He likes his art teacher 

because he/she is nice, explains 

the projects clearly and gives tips 

on how to make the process 

easier.”

● “The art staff is fantastic.”

● “My child LOVES art and her art 

teacher.”

● “My child’s art teacher’s creativity 

and passion is contagious; my child 

loves and looks forward to art 

class.”

● “We are VERY happy with the 

current art program.”



RHS Student Survey Results
Student Recommendations

High School Student Feedback

● “More Digital Arts Courses please! Teach 

more about Photoshop and Illustration.”

● “There should be more opportunity for multi-

media design within the Studio Art Class.”

● “I would love for RHS to have a club or 

program specifically for portfolio bulding for 

college.”

High School Student Feedback

● “Upon reading the final question (about having 

the studio open outside of school hours), I 

almost cried tears of joy. To me, the art studio 

is more than a place to discuss ideas and 

create artwork. It is a treasured reprieve from 

my hectic existence filled with sports, 

schoolwork, and other extracurriculars.”



Recommendations

• Revise & update K-12 Art curriculum

• Continue to expand STEAM connections K-12 both in 

content and facilities. 

• Expand art instruction time, particularly to review 

instruction time at the middle school level where students 

only receive a one quarter of art instruction in 6th and 7th 

grade. 

• Dedicate release time during the school year for K-8 

teachers to get together and collaborate.  Typically they 

are the only art teacher in the building and creating time 

to collaborate with their grade level team would be 

extremely helpful. 



Recommendations

• Continue to explore ways to leverage the 1:1 

Chromebook initiative, particularly in the area of 

creating digital portfolios. 

• Update furniture and facilities 

• Explore the idea of keeping the art studio & 

makerspace at RHS opened after school hours. 
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Art Class in Ridgewood


